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A Call to Papers L

By Stan Oakes
Diraclor, Christian Leadership Ministries

esearchis forming the world as we koow it. “Thoughtful people

mprehend chat to enact policy, the media, ament and

education relyupon the enriched information provided by experts,
both in and out of the univetsity.

Just over fosty years 350 Pyofessor Alfred Kinssy changed
forever the way in whi omosemalityisundemood. Though his
study has been discredited in impottant ways atill the notion that
homosexuals comprise 10% of the populacion lingexs on. TheLos
Angeles school disurict implcmentod an entre Program based on

of Health and Meotal Health, he tested the copventional wisdom

research data, He found that =the one consistent vasiable.
church attendance ox religious practice (such as prayer) scemed to
help people avoid heart disease and mental disorders.” An expert in
Dr. Larson’s wotk bas since corapiled vatious sur-
maries of clinical research on healch and religion.

But who I doing the research on how the “forgotten factor”
influences thelives of univessity professorst Hasreligionbecnahelp
ot hinderance in academic pursuits? At minimum, the new interest

this faulty premise. : from secular I demonstrates that religion’s tarnished
Now, sociological rescarch has taken the place of the Bible ss racion is up for review.- A best, it's a new avenue of discussing
the north stax for out culeure. 1o fact, religion is now the“forgotten  with the decply gecularized colleague the role of faith in theic owt
facror.” Notonlyis the Bible considered a relic for an earlier, more *language.”
supcsstitious time, but refigion is L censored from the public Wich this in mind, Leadcrship University, the virmal uiver
square. Fortunately, there i an increasing interest UNONE - sity of Campus Cuunade for Chist, is issuing 2 all for papens. Below
ers to explore the rolc of eligious commitment in the healthand  are toplcs from vasious disciplines listed for the stmuladon of ides
well-being of individuals. Training vo bea psychiatrist, Dr. David  Please consider bowyoucan contribute to Leadership U. (sce pags-
B. Larson was ¢ that religion stun! mental health, Soathis 8-9) and then email Chiistian Leadership at prof@cim.org with
carcer pinnacle, holding top research posusanheNuiom! Institutes  your ideas.
Eoonomics Tha relation of quanan macharice wid rotethay 10 Ralglgus Btudlos
nponcunucmmh for government. crgaton. ‘Absokutiom v, relaUvism,

Fedoral chary and ha Chilstian woridview. ond Easiern Mypliclem. Thoorles eurounding the volution of ranglon.

Ciaist's view ol waton. The problam o ovil und sutitering.
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everything I bave them doing oD ¢ Web is some-
thing 1 don’ mind them sharing with each other. In
asense, ’m sayingthat {'m usingitonly for situations
when 1 don’t aind if they study rogether of discuss
paterial with each other anyway: Por those things
which ] think need to beres wricted, ] do them theold-
Eashioned way now. 1t's possible 0 do cncryp
things and all. :

REAL ISSUE
Whar advantages have you seep in incorporat-
ing the Web into your courses?

BOULDIN

Thisis my second year of doingit, which proved
o be a real advantage- 1¢'s like anythingelse 1 do; the
pexc time around 1 don't have to re-invent jtall—1
can just make slight changes. But working op the
Web carries even more advantages.

For example, there’s always a couple of pioncers
who do the assignment the day it’s assigned. Every-
one clse waits undil the last minute. Well, a couple of
the pioneers will work on the assignment and Tll get
their feedback on itcms they don’t understand of on
Aaws they found in the material. S0, 1 could make
that change and everybody had an instantly updaced

REAL ISSUE
Has using the Web been beneficial to your
effectiveness and efficiency as 2 teacher?

BOULDIN

The way it has helped me the most js that it
essentially allows me to do something only once. In
other words L can publish it on the Web and some-
body calls meup and says, 1 would like to have such
and such a paper,” 0f *Do you have some slides on
thisz” ot “Whas do you do in your course?” Well, 1
cap just send them 2 link—and I'm through. 1don’t
have to find it in mY file, go down ©o the OPY
machine, make a cOpY of it, fill out ap address label,
pucitin the mail, and then they have wait aweek.
o in some Ways i¢s improved my productivity for

finding my matenal and making it available.

REAL ISSUE

Do you direct your students to SOUICES of infor-
mation on the Intenet outside of your deparrment
and unjversity?
BOULDIN

Yes, and to illustrate how easy and effective ivis,
Jwas recently ralking to studentin my office and he
said, “I need to go 1 the ibrary,” and I replied, “Oh,
we can do better than that.”

I then tutned around, typed ina couple of key
scarch-words gnd the browser listed the information
he was looking for at several universitics, libraries an
conferences, We looked down the list togetherand 1
said, “Now here is 2 bibliography of one hundred

“] have to type class
information on my
computer anyway, so |
just put it in the html
format, place it on the
Web, and it's done. it's
very little additional
effort...”

references o this topicand over here isatutotial.” So.
inasense, they' re doing the classical libray seasch for
citations and information. but they're doing it from
their deskrop.

REAL ISSUE
Do you personally conduct research on the
{acernet, then?

BOULDIN

Yes, in fact Talso get information there on when
to send in proposals and discover broad-agency an
pouncements I ing calls for proposals. 1 find
gecting informarion out of Washingron about grants
and the like via the Internet is very convenicnt.

REAL ISSUE
Has this posisively of pegatively affected yqur
interaction with your students?

BOULDIN

{ think it's very positive. They like being injm>
Jass because they know they re getting 0 do things
that are a litde newer and cutting-¢dge: and thpr it
very auracrive to them.
REAL ISSUE

So, do you find a0y of them apprchensiye ¢
mast of them prety familiar with the Web|an:
excited about trylng it oue?
BOULDIN

Either oy students ar¢ beave or they're likq
ten year o}d who surfs the Web and doesn’'t have|

fear of the unknown. 3 j
Continued on next pac




